The Prophet (p) and Others Gave and Accepted Gifts from Non-Muslims

a.) The Prophet (p) gave financial aid to Meccan polytheists during a period of hardship
During the period of the peace treaty of Hudaibiyah, the Prophet Muhammad (p) gave Abu
Sufyan (the leader of the polytheists of Mecca then) the very generous sum of 500 dinars (of
gold)! to assist the poor of Mecca during their brief period of severe food shortage.?

This financial aid to the Meccans was made despite their belief in idols, their past persecution
and murder of Muslims, warfare and other inhuman atrocities and crimes against the Muslims of
Mecca and Medina. These same Meccans were even responsible for the murder of a number of

close companions and even relatives of the Prophet (p) himself.

b.) Aishah gave charity to a Jewish woman
Aishah, the wife of the Prophet (p) narrated that a Jewish woman came to her begging, so she
gave her something. The Jewish woman then said to Aishah, “May Allah protect you from the

punishment of the grave...”?

c.) Umar gave a Mushrik (polytheist) a gift

It was reported by Abdullah bin Umar that, “Umar bin Al-Khattab saw a silken dress (cloak) being
sold at the gate of the Mosque and said, "O Allah's Messenger (p)! Would that you buy it and
wear it on Fridays and when delegations come to you!" Allah's Messenger (p) said, "This is worn

by the one who will have no share in the Hereafter.”* Later on, some silk dresses were brought (as

1500 Dinars of gold, which was half the “blood money” (diyyah) for manslaughter, is approximately USD $100,000
today.

2 Abu Bakr Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Sahl Shams al-Din Sarakhsi, Al-Mabsut, Dar al-Ma’rifa, Beirut, 1986, vol.10,
p.92; Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Fatawa al-Mu’asirah, Dar al-Wafa’, Al-Mansurah, Egypt 1996, vol.1, p.295; Imtiaz Ahmad,
“Friendship with Non-Muslims” in Speeches for an Inquiring Mind, Al-Rasheed Printers, Medina, 2001, p.56.

3 Imam Ahmad bn Hanbal, al-Musnad, Mua’ssasah al-Risalah, Beirut, 1420AH, vol.43, p.142, hadith no.26008.

4 Elsewhere, the Prophet (p) had taught that wearing silk and gold is forbidden for Muslim men. However, it is
permissible for silk to be used by Muslim women as well as non-Muslims.



a gift) to the Prophet (p), and he sent one of them to Umar. Umar said (to the Prophet (p)), "How
do you give me this to wear while you said what you said about the (silken) dress of 'Utarid?"
Allah's Messenger (p) said, "I have not given it to you to wear."> So, Umar gave it to a polytheist

brother of his in Mecca.”®

Imam al-Nawawi, while commenting on the hadith, said that it is permissible for a Muslim to give

cloth and other things to a polytheist.”

d.) The Prophet (p) accepted a gift from the King of Ailah (in Iraq)
Abu Humaid al-Sa’idi narrated that, “The King of Ailah sent a white mule and a sheet (of cloth) for

wearing to the Prophet (p) as a present ...”8

e.) The Prophet (p) received a huge present from Mugawqas (of Egypt)
The Prophet (p) accepted gifts from Mugawgas, the Coptic Chrsitian King of Egypt, who sent
among other things, a rich present of a thousand measures of gold, twenty robes of fine cloth,
and a mule.®

f.) The second caliph Umar gave welfare support to a Jew

It was reported that Umar bin al-Khattab saw an old Jewish man begging from people. Umar
inquired and was informed that the man was forced into begging due to his old age and needy
situation. Umar then sent him to the treasurer of the Muslims’ treasury and instructed him to
give the elderly man and those who are in the same situation with him what will suffice them
from the treasury. Then he (Umar) asserted: “We are not fair to him to abandon him while he is

old after we had collected Jizyah from him while he was young.”*°

5 The question of what type of gift can or cannot be given to non-Muslims is outside the scope of this discussion.

6 Muslim, Sahih Muslim, hadith no.5522; Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, hadith no.2612.

7 Abu Zakariyyah Yahya bn Sharaf al-Nawawi, al-Manhaj Sharh Sahih Muslim bin al-Hajjaj, 2" Ed., Dar al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, Beirut, 1392 AH. vol.13, p.38.

8 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, hadith no.1482; Muslim, Sahih Muslim, hadith no.6087; Ahmad bin Hanbal, Musnad
Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, hadith no.23604; Al-Baihaqi, al-Sunan al-Kubrah, hadith no.18570.

9 Al-Tabarani, Al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, hadith no.3497.

10 Abu Yusuf, Kitabal-Kharaj, p.126, cited in Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Ghair al-Muslimin fi al-Mujtama’ al-Islami, p.13.



Supporting Texts

“If you disclose your Sadaqgat (alms-giving), it is well; but if you conceal them and give them
to the poor, that is better for you. (Allah) will expiate you some of your sins. And Allah is Well-
Acquainted with what you do. Not upon you (Muhammad (p)) is their guidance, but Allah
guides whom He wills. And whatever you spend in good, it is for yourselves, when you spend
not except seeking Allah's Countenance. And whatever you spend in good, it will be repaid to

you in full, and you shall not be wronged.” (Qur’an 2:271 —272)

“As for such (of the unbelievers) as do not fight against you on account of (your) faith, and
neither drive you forth from your homelands, God does not forbid you to show them kindness
and to behave towards them with full equity: for verily, God loves those who act equitably.”

(Qur'an 60:8)

“And We have not sent you (O Muhammad (p)) except as a mercy for the 'Alamin (mankind, jinn

and all that exists).” (Qur'an 21:107)

“There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right Path has become distinct from the wrong
path. Whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah, then he has grasped the most
trustworthy handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.” (Qur’an

2:256)

“Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad (p)) you have a good example to follow for
him who hopes for (the Meeting with) Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much.”
(Qur'an 33:21)

“So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you can” (Qur’an 64:16)
“...And he (Allah) has not laid upon you any hardship in your religion...” (Qur’an 22:78)

Also, the Prophet (p) warned that, “None of you should look down upon the gift sent by her

neighbour, even if it were the feet of a sheep.”!

1Sahih al-Bukhari, vol.3, hadith no.740.



He (p) similarly said, “If someone is given something, he should give something in return for
it, provided he can afford that. If he cannot afford that, he should praise him (the giver). He

who praises him for it thanks him, and he who conceals it, is ungrateful to him.”*?

Comments

When the Prophet (p) first migrated to Medina, and was concerned about the meagre
resources available to assist those in poverty, he instructed his Companions to give charity only
to those who accepted Islam.'3 In correction of this prophetic instruction, Allah revealed the

verse:

“It is not for thee (O Prophet) to make people follow the right path, since it is God alone
who guides whom He wills; and whatever good you may spend on others is for your own
good, provided you spend only out of a longing for God’s guidance. For whatever good

you may spend will be repaid unto you in full and you will not be wronged.” (Qur’an 2:272)

According to several traditions reported by al-Nasa’i, Abu Dawood and others, the Prophet (p)
then explicitly enjoined Muslims to give charity to all who needed it, irrespective of faith.'4
Muhammad Asad notes that, “There is full agreement among all commentators that the above
verse... lays down an injunction binding upon all Muslims.”*> In fact, Imam al-Razi derives from
this verse the conclusion that withholding charity must never become a means of attracting

unbelievers to Islam, for faith, in order to be valid, must be based on conviction and free choice.®

Ibn Kathir states on the issue of one’s charity possibly being used for un-Islamic purposes (if one

gives to a non-Muslim):

2Abu Dawud, hadith no.2242.

13 This event is reported in a number of traditions quoted by al-Tabari in his Jami’ al-Bayan fi Ta’wil al-Qur’an, Dar
al-Kutub al-llmiyyah, Beirut, 1992, vol.3, p.94-96; Tafsir al-Qurtubi, Dar al-lhya al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, 1985, vol.3,
p.337-339; and Tafsir Ibn Kathir (Abridged), Darussalam Publishers, Riyadh, vol.2, p.63, citing Al-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra
vol.6, p.305.

¥Muhammad Asad, The Message of the Qur’an, The Book Foundation, England, 2003, p.73, n.260; Tafsir Ibn Kathir
(Abridged), Darussalam Publishers, Riyadh, vol.2, p.63.

BMuhammad Asad, The Message of the Qur’an, The Book Foundation, England, 2003, p.73, n.260; Tafsir Ibn Kathir
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‘Ata Al-Khurasani said that the ayah [“verse”] means, “You give away charity for the sake
of Allah. Therefore, you will not be asked about the deeds [or wickedness] of those who
receive it.” (Ibn Abi Hatim, 3:115). This is a sound meaning... [The giver] will not be asked
if the charity unintentionally reached righteous, evil, deserving or undeserving persons,
for he will be rewarded for his good intention. The proof to this statement is the ayah,
“And whatever you spend in good, it will be repaid to you in full, and you shall not be

wronged.””

Sayyid Sabiq writes:

One can give sadaga to the dhimmi*® and the non-dhimmi, and one is rewarded for that.
Allah praised a group of people (for this) when He said, “And they feed, for His love, the

indigent, the orphan, and the captive” [Q. 76:8]. The captive is a non-dhimmi ...*°

Imam al-Shafi'i said: “There is nothing wrong with giving charity to a mushrik (polytheist) as a
nafilah (recommended) action.... Allah praised people who, as He says: ‘... they give food, in spite
of their love for it (or for the love of Him), to the miskin (the poor), the orphan and the captive’?.

(Quran 76:8)

Implications and Lessons
Itis clear from the narratives above that Islam is not against being sympathetic and kind to people

of other faiths. Thus, Muslims are permitted to assist non-Muslims in times of hardship; and

YTafsir Ibn Kathir (Abridged), Darussalam Publishers, Riyadh, vol.2, p.63.-64

18 A non-Muslim subject of an Islamic state, protected by a covenant.

19 sayyid Sabiq, Figh al-Sunnah, al-Maktabah al-Shamilah 3.13, vol.1, p.428.
Muhammad bin Idris al-Shafi’i, Kitab al-Umm, Dar al-Fikr, 1980, vol.2, p.65-66.



maintain good relationship with them. Likewise, Muslims are forbidden to use economic pressure
to force non-Muslims to accept Islam.

Also, Muslims are recommended to receive and accept gifts from non-Muslims, and even thank
them for it. Similarly, Umar’s compassion towards the old beggar Jew shows the fairness and
magnanimity with which the early Muslim leaders dealt with the non-Muslims under them.
These cases therefore counter the argument of those who believe that Muslims are expected to
be in a permanent state of hostility with non-Muslims. They also prove that Muslims should be
charitable and show kindness to people who are in need, irrespective of their faith. They thus
show the permissibility of exchanging gifts between Muslims and non-Muslims, which is a means

of promoting harmonious living with fellow human beings.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Considering Case 5, can you think of parallels between the examples given i.e. (a. b. and
c.) in your community/country/neighbourhood? Or occasions where Muslims might need
to display similar qualities?

2. Protecting yourself from oppression and maintaining your fitrah (innocence/purity) do
not stop you from being kind or helpful to non-Muslims. Discuss.

3. What are the concerns/reasons given for advocating that Muslims should completely
avoid or reduce interactions with non-Muslims, including relatives? How can these
concerns be addressed while staying true to the spirit of honouring and strengthening ties

of kinship?



4. Some Muslims do not give charity to non-Muslims. They believe that charity should be
given to a non-Muslim only if the non-Muslim is interested in becoming a Muslim. Discuss

this point in light of the evidences cited under Case 8.



